50           Some Neglected Aspects of War
is lack of measuredness and of proportion. Thus an eminent citizen is reported to have said: " There is no more occasion for two nations to go to war than for two men to settle their difficulties with clubs." Singularly enough, this point of view assumes to represent peculiarly Christian teaching. In so doing, it wilfully ignores the truth that Christianity, while it will not force the conscience by other than spiritual arguments, as " compulsory " arbitration might, distinctly recognizes the sword as the resister and remedier of evil in the sphere " of this world."
Arbitration's great opportunity has come in the advancing moral standards of states, whereby the disposition to deliberate wrong-doing has diminished; consequently, the occasions for redressing wrong by force are less frequent to arise. In view of recent events however, and very especially of notorious, high-handed oppression, initiated since the calling of the Peace Conference,1 and resolutely continued during its sessions in defiance of the public opinion of the world at large, it is pre-
1 Lest this be misunderstood to be an allusion to the recent measures of Japan in Korea, I renew here the caution that in this article all references to the Peace Conference are to that of 1899.